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ARE YOU READY TO TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE?   

Warm greetings to all our 
Cagliero supporters wherever this 
newsletter may find you in our 
vast and beautiful world. As many 
of you would know we are based 
in Melbourne and are 
experiencing another lockdown 
due to Covid-19.  

In many ways it is easier as we 
have a good understanding of 
what it means to be in lockdown. 
However, it is also very difficult 
not knowing when life might be 
able to ‘get back on track’. Of 
course, one the greatest 
unknowns for us is about our 
beloved Cagliero Project! 
However, we are trying our best 
to remain patient as the situation 
in the world hopefully calms 
down and we are able to send 
volunteers once more.  

In spite of all this there is always 
so much to be celebrated. The 
introduction of female students 
has been such an exciting 
development for our partners at 
Don Bosco Technical School in 
Alafua, Samoa. Below are some 
more details about this exciting 
development.  

People are often asking us about 
how the communities are going in 
our placement countries in terms 
of Coronavirus. We have included 
a brief update from all of our 
placement countries. We wish 
them all well as we navigate this 
new world.  

Until next time, take care, 

Lauren and Romina xo 

 

 
 

 

Let’s go Girls!  
 

Cagliero Project  

Contact Details 

For more information the Director of the 
Cagliero Project, Lauren Hichaaba can be 
contacted at: lhichaaba@salesians.org.au 

or 03 9377 6000. 

Please visit our website: 
www.cagliero.org.au 

 

mailto:lhichaaba@salesians.org.au
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Salesian Missions Day 2020  
 

 

Don Bosco Technical Centre was 
established and opened in 1989 
to offer a “second chance” 
technical and vocational 
education to boys and young men 
who had not succeeded in 
mainstream schooling and were 
at risk of remaining untrained and 
unskilled and thus at risk of 
suffering a life-time of 
unemployment and poverty. 

Just over 30 years later, the newly 
enrolled female students at Don 
Bosco Technical Centre in Alafua, 
Samoa have just successfully 
completed their first semester at 
the school.  

The Principal of the school, Mane 
Su’a is excited that the girls now 
have access to the same 
opportunities as the boys and 

hopes that the young 
women will consider 
trades that are 
traditionally 
undertaken by men 
for their future 
employment. 

All students in the 
school have access to 
studying a number of 
traditional trades at 
the school. They can 
also now participate in 
the new hospitality 
course that offers 
sewing and cooking to 
all students.  

The young women 
have a number of 
different motivations and hopes 
for attending Don Bosco. Sulata 
Urima says “A good future is all 
we're aiming for and what we 
hope to achieve during our time 
here in Don Bosco”.  

The Cagliero Project has put 
together a short video to 
celebrate this wonderful school 
and these wonderful women. We 
would encourage you to take a 
look: 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=2CjFPGrQloY 

 

  

Girls at Alafua 
by Lauren Hichaaba 

The 2020 Salesian Missions Day focuses on Oratories and Youth 
Centres in the European Context.  The oratory is very much the 
birthplace of the Salesian Congregation…. a place for the young to 
come and have fun, feel at home and develop into ‘Good Christians 
and Honest Citizens’. Even as the Salesian works diversified into 
different areas the ‘Oratorian Spirit’ remains. The Rector Major asks us 
to be ‘steeped in the Oratorian spirit that we are called to preserve and 
always give growth to’.  

At the heart of the oratory is joy and for this reason the gospel verse 
associated with the theme this year calls us to ‘Rejoice in the Lord 
always, again I say: Rejoice’ (Phil 4:4).  

The Australia Pacific Province Celebrates ‘Salesian Missions Month’ 
from August 15 – September 15. There are some wonderful resources 
available to celebrate and learn more about the theme. Please contact 
Lauren if you wish to receive any resources.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CjFPGrQloY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CjFPGrQloY
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CAMBODIA 

The cases of reported Coronavirus in Cambodia are very low with only 226 reported cases and no deaths however all of 
our Salesian schools are still closed. Fr. Roel Soto, Delegate for Cambodia writes: “Schools are still closed, but all 
technical schools are advised to continue teaching the theory via distance learning and start accepting students in 
school only for workshop training.  To do this we have to comply with many conditions and have to submit our plans to 
the ministry for approval. If our plans would be approved, we might start our skills training in school by mid of August 
to be able to end the school year by October”. So, in general it seems that the country is doing okay…. however, the 
Salesian communities are very much missing the students physically present at school.  

TIMOR LESTE 

Timor Leste has also managed to contain the virus and has only reported 24 cases. Timor imposed a very strict 
lockdown in March that seems to have worked very well.   However, much like Samoa, there also been economic 
impacts. Many seasonal workers have been unable to enter in Australia. Schools reopened across the country in June 
after the 2-month lockdown. Salesian, Fr. Manny Pinto said that it was important for Catholic schools must set a good 
example in applying health protocols. So far, they have done really well!  

Cagliero Country Updates 
 

THAILAND 

Thailand is emerging as another success story in the pandemic which is remarkable considering the country was the 
first outside of China to detect a case of COVID-19 back in January. They have managed to minimise cases and have a 
very low number of deaths. Schools all reopened in early July with strict procedures in place to ensure that the 
students and staff remain well.  

SAMOA 

Thankfully Samoa has remained Coronavirus free. This has been so important for the small island nation as if it reaches 
there the impacts could be devastating. After a period of lockdown, the schools have all returned and the students 
(well most of them!) are happy to be back in the classroom.  There has still been an impact to the economy and to the 
lives of families. Many in Samoa go overseas (particularly to New Zealand) for seasonal work and this has not been 
possible this year so although they remain Covid free there has still been considerable negative impacts that have 
made life tougher there.   

ZAMBIA 

There has been real concern for the impact of Coronavirus in Africa at large particularly due to the complete lack of 
health infrastructure in many African countries. Despite a lockdown of schools and other services, Coronavirus is now 
spreading rapidly in Zambia. This is awful news for this already poor country that has serious poverty and other health 
problems. In many parts of African, including Zambia, a major concern beyond the virus is hunger.  

SOLOMON ISLANDS 

On 25 March the Solomon Islands declared a state of public emergency in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Solomon Islands remains one of a few countries worldwide that is still without a reported case of Coronavirus. A travel 
ban was imposed stopping international flights (except cargo flights), and schools closed. It is great that so many 
Pacific islands have been able to remain Coronavirus free however there are still sweeping economic implications. 
After a period of closure, it is wonderful that our students have been able to return to school. 

We keep all of our beloved Salesian Communities and Placement countries in our Prayers  


